
By Mr Warrington & Mr Moreno-Melgar 20 March 2020

Learning by Watching 
Things are very strange out there right now. There’s a lot of 
uncertainty, a lot of confusion and a lot of people with more 
time on their hands. This is a newsletter with that last part in 
mind. We are two teachers who love Film, we teach Film and 
we definitely want people to watch good films! So here’s what 
we intend to do. We’ll give some (hopefully) sound advice on 
what there is out there on the various streaming services for 
you to watch. We might even throw in a bit of trivia or stuff 
to look out for while you’re watching. We’ll even split that 
advice down to KS3, KS4 and KS5. We’ll give a shout out to 
the websites that host some excellent short films (but watch 
out, we can’t vouch for the content on there). Finally, we’ll aim 
to maybe get one of these newsletters out every week. Who 
knows, it might stick. - Mr W & Mr M-M.
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Mr Warrington’s 
Choices 

KS3 Choice (Y7-9) 

Castle in the Sky on Netflix 

Studio Ghibli make amazing 
animated adventures and this one 
is no different. An epic fantasy that 
out does most of its American 
competitors. Think The Iron Giant 
with a more madcap approach 
Look out for: director Miyazaki’s 
obsession with flying contraptions. 

KS4 Choice (Y10-11) 

Booksmart on Amazon Prime 

For everyone who is finishing 
school soon, this is a film about 
friends, parties and making some 
amazing soundtrack choices when 
you’re racing to graduation. Look 
out for: the argument. You don’t 
need sound if you know everything 
they’re saying 

KS5 Choice (Y12-13) 

The Place Beyond the Pines on BBC 
iPlayer 

Ryan Gosling and Bradley Cooper 
are part of this three part story that 
crosses generations when a series 
of bank robberies go awry and a 
critical decision echoes on. Look 
out for: The odd narrative structure 
in this brooding drama. 

THE WATCHERS 
 Things to Watch | Places to Watch | How to Watch
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Short Shorts 
The internet is filled with places to watch short films that 
aren’t just YouTube. That isn’t to say that there aren’t great 
things to watch on YouTube (we’ve hammered through all of 
Every Frame a Painting and you should too), but there’s plenty 
more out there so lets see if you can broaden your horizons.

Second warning though, the internet is full of unmoderated 
content. We can recommend specific films but the content 
that is out there is not always appropriate for all age groups.

This week we’ll draw your attention to Einstein-Rosen a 
cracking little sci-fi comedy from Spain. This is hosted on 
shortoftheweek.com - a great resource for short films of many 
varieties. Einstein-Rosen is the story of a young boy and his 
major scientific discovery, a classic Tango Adidas football and 
a tortoise called Pepe. 

Look out for:

• Excellent use of a single location.

• Some brooding Brutalist architecture.

• Lovely non-diegetic sound cues to add to the comedic 
feeling.
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Mr Moreno-Melgar’s 
Choices 

KS3 Choice (Y7-9) 

She’s The Man on Amazon Prime 

Is this a “good” film? No. Is it good 
fun? Oh yes. It’s also based on a 
Shakespeare play and as you 
watch, you’ll laugh at it, laugh with 
it and then be able to criticise it’s 
gender politics and it’s portrayal 
of football. But you’ll definitely 
have fun along the way.  

KS4 Choice (Y10-11) 

Scott Pilgrim Vs. The World on Netflix 

Oh look; it’s Edgar Wright’s best 
film! Seriously, it really is. Though 
this is far from a serious film. This 
comic book adaptation is nothing 
like nothing you’ve seen before or 
are likely to see again. Since it’s 
release people have come to 
appreciate just how inventive and 
creative it is and looking back 
now, it’s remarkable just how 
good the cast list is. Hugely 
recommended fun.  

KS5 Choice (Y12-13) 

A Quiet Place on Netflix  

John Kraskinski’s high-concept 
drama-thriller-horror is a surprisingly 
enjoyable film given how affecting it 
is. The main conceit of the film is so 
simple that it’s remarkable how well 
it works for the entirety of the run 
time. By keeping he focus of the film 
so narrow however, we’re able to 
really feel the impact of it in a way 
that is not only relevant to now but 
that allows us to truly appreciate how 
well made the film is. 

https://www.shortoftheweek.com/2018/01/11/einstein-rosen/
http://shortoftheweek.com
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Film Focus: Film Stories 
with Simon Brew 
We’ll try and give you a little bit extra each week to keep you 
busy/entertained. This week we had a catch up with Simon 
Brew and his Film Stories empire. Simon is a film journalist 
who has written for magazines, websites, podcasts and even 
published a book or two of his own. His weekly Film Stories 
podcast became a magazine (Film Stories) which became a live 
show and another magazine (Film Stories Jr) specifically aimed 
at young people who want to get involved in writing about 
film.

The aim of Film Stories is to celebrate the movies, just 
zeroing in on the smaller rooms in the multiplex and the 
bigger screens at independents. This website is a mix of film 
news, features and reviews.

Simon began the magazine with a very clear aim. He wanted 
people to be paid for their writing. Writing is work, it should 
be valued as work and every issue of Film Stories magazine has 
people getting paid for their first ever published work. 

You can find the Film Stories website at:

https://www.filmstories.co.uk

Perhaps more important than all of that, Simon is currently 
offering the first two issues Film Stories Jr for free PDF 
download and he asked us to pass on this link. Follow the 
instructions at the bottom to make sure you can download 
your free magazines:

https://store.filmstories.co.uk/collections/film-stories-digital-
editions-pdf/products/film-stories-junior-free-pdf-download

Simon’s Film Stories podcast is now over 100 episodes in and 
going strong. We love its positive and fun attitude so it will 
definitely make it on to a future week’s Podcast selection.
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Do you want to write 
for Film Stories Jr? 

If you, or an under 15 year-old you 
know, wants to write for the 
magazine, then our email address 
for ideas is 
junior@filmstories.co.uk. Give us 
an idea what you’d like to write 
about, and tell us a little about 
yourself. 

What, then, are we looking for?  

We’re after feature ideas (what do 
you love about cinema? What’s 
your favourite film? Do you have 
any stories about watching movies 
with your friends? Have you got 
opinion on how people behave in 
the cinema?). We want to get your 
questions about films and 
filmmaking answered. But 
crucially, we ultimately want it to 
be your magazine. 

Will I get paid? 

Yes! Everybody who writes for Film 
Stories Junior will be paid, via a 
book token or gift voucher for 
their local cinema. We pay for the 
vouchers, so please be assured 
this is genuine payment.
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