
By Mr Warrington & Mr Moreno-Melgar 3 April 2020

Watching & Learning 
Together 
We hope you are keeping well out there in our state of semi-
lockdown. We especially hope your diet is steady and 
nourishing. Your diet of films, that is!  Last Friday we tried a 
little experiment and did a small scale Film Club watch-along. 
Several Y13 students followed as we tweeted alongside a timed 
watch of Rob Reiner’s adaptation of the Stephen King 
thriller, Misery. A mix of trivia, background and mainly 
analysis of the film followed. It’s not the traditional way to 
watch but people can handle a lot of dual screen activity these 
days. This Friday at 9pm we’ll be doing another watch-along. 
You can find out which follow along by searching for 
#filmclubfriday and join the conversation.

Mr W & Mr M-M.
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Mr Warrington’s 
Choices 

KS3 Choice (Y7-9) 

Logan Lucky on Amazon Prime 

Astonishingly this heist movie is 
closely based on a true story. An 
all-star ensemble have a great time 
pulling off a redneck robbery at a 
Nascar event. Look out for: Adam 
Driver’s hand, Daniel Craig’s hair 
and some excellent accents. 

KS4 Choice (Y10-11) 

Witness on BBC iPlayer 

A classic police thriller where 
Harrison Ford’s hardened cop has 
to go undercover in the reclusive 
Amish community. Look out for: 
The way the film shows just how 
strange and unique the Amish 
lifestyle is. 

KS5 Choice (Y12-13) 

Misery on Netflix 

Last week’s #filmclubfriday watch 
along was the classic Stephen King 
thriller Misery. The unforgettable 
Annie Wilkes is such a big fan of 
Paul Sheldon’s books, she really 
wants him to write another one. In 
fact she’ll go to any length. She 
really, really will. Look out for: The 
sledgehammer. You won’t forget it. 

THE WATCHERS 
 Things to Watch | Places to Watch | How to Watch
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Short Shorts 
The internet is filled with places to watch short films that 
aren’t just YouTube. That isn’t to say that there aren’t great 
things to watch on YouTube (we’ve hammered through all of 
Every Frame a Painting and you should too), but there’s plenty 
more out there so lets see if you can broaden your horizons.

This week we’ll draw your attention to Connected. This sci-fi 
short is a classic example of a self-contained story which 
could easily be expanded into a feature-length film. 
Screenings often provoked questions about how and why the 
world that is presented came to be, and it's likely that the 
filmmakers had these ideas already explained and ready to go 
if needed. However, it's still a great short in and of itself, 
which features no dialogue and instead relies on some very 
clever cinematography to allude to the narrative. The shifting 
narrative means that it might take a couple of views to be 
entirely clear about what happens and to who, but keep an 
eye, and an ear out for: 

The use of generic conventions; certain shot types and style 
of sound make clear what is about to happen

How the film uses quite a muted and limited colour palette to 
create an atmosphere that not only evokes the genre, but the 
narrative too

Consider your reaction throughout the film. Does it change? 
Why? How does the film manage to manipulate your reaction 
in this way? 
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Mr Moreno-Melgar’s 
Choices 

KS3 Choice (Y7-9)

The Lone Ranger on Disney+ 

This was seemingly an attempt at 
recreating/replacing Pirates of the 
Caribbean Disney’s big summer, 
live-action blockbuster, but was 
nowhere near as successful as 
they hoped. Which is a shame; 
the  action set-pieces are as good 
as you’ll find anywhere-ambitious, 
creative and consistently thrilling. 
A long film, but a great rainy-
afternoon film for all.  

KS4 Choice (Y10-11)

Hunt for the Wilderpeople on 
Amazon Prime 

As astonishing cast, many who 
were unknowns when the film was 
made, help to cement what is a 
hilarious and deeply moving script 
by Taika Waititi (director of Thor: 
Ragnorok & JoJo Rabbit amongst 
others). There’s more than a hint of 
Wes Anderson in the humour, but 
much less whimsical, and you’ll be 
recommending this one to many 
others afterwards.  

KS5 Choice (Y12-13)

Uncut Gems on Netflix 

One of the best films of 2019 
should have seen Adam Sandler 
at the very least nominated for an 
Academy Award. Tense, taut, 
hilarious, gripping: you could 
throw a hundred adjectives at this 
film and they’d all stick given the 
sheer audacity and relentless 
nature of the narrative. Utterly 
compelling and a vital watch.
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Film Focus: IntoFilm 
We’ll try and give you a little bit extra each week to keep you 
busy/entertained. This week we have had a look at the work 
of IntoFilm: an educational charity that focuses on using film 
to educate 5-19 year-olds. The charity is supported from 
various sources but mainly by the BFI and The National 
Lottery.

The intofilm.org website is a superb repository of resources, 
information about events, competitions and film clubs that 
you can join. The sheer amount of information on there is 
almost overwhelming. They keep track of the films available 
on free-to-air television every, the best family films available 
on streaming services, and even offer an activity sheet for 
hundreds of films to expand your learning beyond just 
watching the film.

The biggest service that IntoFilm offers is for students and 
teachers who wish to form a film club. The club is sent DVDs 
and offers of prizes for entering competition and completing 
reviews. But you should just take a look for yourself.
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What Can I Do Now? 

The folks at IntoFilm have very 
kindly released 50 of their film 
resource sheets for free.  

Follow this link and you can go 
straight to their series of 
resources. These help to expand 
the experience of watching a film 
with suggestions about extra 
information and activities you can 
do - like this sheet on Studio 
Ghibli’s classic Kiki’s Delivery 
Service. 

In addition you could enter their 
competition… 

Encourage young people to write 
a review of any film they watch in 
100 words or less. Simply send us 
a photo of their review on Twitter 
or Facebook, and include the 
entrant's age, and the winner will 
receive a £20 Amazon voucher. A 
winner will be awarded every two 
weeks - just remember to tag us in 
each post and use the hashtag 
#Review100. 

https://www.intofilm.org/news-and-views/articles/film-guides-to-use-at-home?fbclid=IwAR29CSMe7aKbnj7eJX1isAAQOR5aP25mPQR9g1UNUyc_aWDuvkTSjiYZdSk
https://www.intofilm.org/resources/2227/kikis-delivery-service.pdf
https://www.intofilm.org/resources/2227/kikis-delivery-service.pdf
https://twitter.com/intofilm_edu
https://www.facebook.com/IntoFilm/
http://intofilm.org
https://www.intofilm.org/clubs/why-set-up
https://www.intofilm.org/news-and-views/articles/film-guides-to-use-at-home?fbclid=IwAR29CSMe7aKbnj7eJX1isAAQOR5aP25mPQR9g1UNUyc_aWDuvkTSjiYZdSk
https://www.intofilm.org/resources/2227/kikis-delivery-service.pdf
https://www.intofilm.org/resources/2227/kikis-delivery-service.pdf
https://twitter.com/intofilm_edu
https://www.facebook.com/IntoFilm/
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