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Mr Warrington’s
Choices
KS3 Choice (Y7-9)
Missing Link on Netflix
It is beyond me why this failed at
the cinemas. Another superb
animation from Laika studios with a
definite Indiana Jones influence
and a creepy choice of villain. Look
out for: The Temple of Doom style
ending.

KS4 Choice (Y10-11)
The Nice Guys on Amazon Prime
Shane Black writes and directs this
whip-smart buddy comedy as a
cowardly private eye and brutish
enforcer try and solve a ridiculously
complex case. Look out for: Bees.
There are so many bees.

KS5 Choice (Y12-13)
Twelve Monkeys on BBC iPlayer
Bruce Willis shrugged off his cocky
persona for a career-best
performance in this increasingly
paranoid time-travel film. Excellent
support from Madeleine Stowe and
Brad Pitt and some inventive
direction from Terry Gilliam make
this unlike any other Bruce Willis
film. Look out for: The loop closing
at the end of the film.

Supporting Quality
Some films slip under the radar. They just sort of slide past
without making very much of an impact. Missing Link is a Key
Stage 3 recommendation this week and I had very little
knowledge about it at all until scrolling past it on Netflix.
When we saw it was made by Laika studios we knew it would
be, in all likelihood, a quality film. We weren’t wrong. A bit
more digging shows that Missing Link is the least successful
film stop motion animated film of all time. The process of
making a film like that is painstaking and it truly is a labour of
love. So, we think that it deserves a little love, even if it is a
bit late for the box-oﬃce numbers.
Mr W & Mr M-M.
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Mr Moreno-Melgar’s
Choices
KS3 Choice (Y7-9)
Bill on Amazon Prime
A genuinely funny take on the life
of William Shakespeare from the
Horrible Histories gang. The story
gives some ideas about what
Shakespeare could have been up
to in the period of his life in which
we know very little about him, with
a relentless use of jokes and some
quite touching moments too.

KS4 Choice (Y10-11)
Source Code on iPlayer
You might have to watch this one
twice to get a clear idea about
what actually happens by the end
of this sci-fi thriller, but I guarantee
you’ll be hooked throughout. The
idea of replaying events and
trying to change them is not an
especially original idea in cinema,
but this film does it with visual flair
and some superb performances.
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Short Shorts
The internet is filled with places to watch short films that
aren’t just YouTube. That isn’t to say that there aren’t great
things to watch on YouTube (we’ve hammered through all of
Every Frame a Painting and you should too), but there’s plenty
more out there so lets see if you can broaden your horizons.
This week we’re drawing your attention to filmshortage.com during the current ongoing situation they are focusing on
showing oﬀ films that were entered into competitions or
festivals that are no longer going ahead. Hot Dog is one such
film. But in this case I think it’s best to let the director
describe what’s happening in this film:
“I wanted to throw out all my usual tricks (fast cuts, dolly
moves, light cues) and see if I could make something really
simple and performance focused — hence the single shot. But
then I got ambitious and my creativity took over and we
ended up with this super complicated and choreographed
piece. I wanted it to feel overwhelming in its tension and
anxiety, and I think doing it as a oner never gives you a chance
to catch your breath. I’ve been pitching it as “1917 but with
idiots in a parking lot” and hopefully it brings a smile to
people in these dark times.”
While you’re watching it try to think about the level of
complexity there is with trying to do everything in one shot
like this. The movement of the camera and the way you need
to choreograph the actors.

KS5 Choice (Y12-13)
Nightcrawler on Netflix
Jake Gyllenhaal should have won
an Academy Award for his
performance in this, a deeply dark
and disturbing look at crime
journalism in modern-day LA. We
follow Louis Bloom who attempts
to make something of himself
through his discovery of “citizen”
journalism. Consistently tense,
Nightcrawler feels like it’s at least
2 steps ahead of you at all times
and this relentless chase in
narrative reflects our feeling as an
audience member but also Lou’s
chase for a story.
cwarrington@highfields.derbyshire.sch.uk
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Film Focus: Letterboxd
We’ll try and give you a little bit extra each week to keep you
busy/entertained. This week we have had a look at the work
of Letterboxd (yes, it’s written that way!), a website with a
phenomenal database.

What Can I Do Now?
Use a Letterboxd account to start
tracking what you’ve watched!
Write a few reviews.
Rate the films you’ve seen.
Find a few recommendations
based on the films you’ve rated
highly.

At first glance, joining Letterboxd is just a way to keep track
of all the films you’ve seen. But there’s a fair bit more to it.
Letterboxd is a sort of social media network for people who
really like watching films. Not only do you get the ability to
keep track, you can rate every film you’ve watched and leave a
few words of review too. This can show up in your friends’
feed and you can start a conversation. Recommendations by
people you trust can show up in your feed too.
The list function of Letterboxd is also really useful. People
create lists of films recommended for certain moods/
situations/themes that they are interested in and you can
follow these to find films to suit you.
Just remember, if you’re under 13 you need full permission to
log into a service like this.
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