
By Mr Warrington & Mr Moreno-Melgar 24 April 2020

Supporting Quality 
Some proper variety in this week’s suggestions. From Irish 
animation to classic New Hollywood ‘70s cinema. We’ve also 
got a really funny short film suggestion and we’re 
recommending the biggest archive on the internet. When I 
say big, I mean massive!

A lot of schools have managed to pivot to distance learning 
with aplomb. It’s always difficult for anyone to adjust to new 
ways of working. It’s especially difficult if you’re used to 
seeing people learn/asking for clarification face-to-face. We’re 
feeling the distinct loss of the experience of teaching. It is a 
job that offers some immediate rewards like that. I hope these 
newsletters go some way to assuage the learning that you’re 
missing.

Mr W & Mr M-M.
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Mr Warrington’s 
Choices 

KS3 Choice (Y7-9) 

Song of the Sea on Amazon Prime 

Coincidentally the first film on my 
GCSE course. This is an Irish 
animation that tells the story of the 
Selkie and happens to reopen all 
of Irish mythology on the way. 
Utterly charming and clever, look 
out for the repeated shapes and 
symbols… what do they mean…? 

KS4 Choice (Y10-11) 

Blue Ruin on Netflix 

A stark and violent revenge thriller. 
Just about suitable for this age 
group but sensitive viewers 
beware. This is lean, mean and 
occasionally nasty as a desperate 
homeless man avenges his brother. 
Look out for… everything! 

KS5 Choice (Y12-13) 

The Conversation on BBC iPlayer 

This 1970s conspiracy thriller is 
available in the iPlayer for a short 
period of time. It is, in this writer’s 
humble opinion, one of the 
greatest films of its era. Possibly of 
any era. Look out for… no, listen 
out for everything.

THE WATCHERS 
 Things to Watch | Places to Watch | How to Watch
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Short Shorts 
The internet is filled with places to watch short films that 
aren’t just YouTube. That isn’t to say that there aren’t great 
things to watch on YouTube (we’ve hammered through all of 
Every Frame a Painting and you should too), but there’s plenty 
more out there so lets see if you can broaden your horizons.

This week we’re focusing on an excellent short film about 
knowing your words and when to use them. Andrew Chaplin’s 
short film 1500 Words is an inventive and funny way of using a 
neat one-line idea (what if you only had a limited amount of 
words left to live) and exploring the various funny ways that 
could be shown.

Look out for:

The cracking voiceover work by comedian Michael Smiley.

The use of bright soft focus shots for flashbacks.

The counter, used as a quick short way of showing the 
audience how much danger he is in. 
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Mr Moreno-Melgar’s 
Choices 

KS3 Choice (Y7-9) 

Big Hero 6 on Disney + 

It’s a Marvel Film! It’s a Disney Film! 
It’s both! It’s neither! What it definitely 
is, a is superb adaptation of a Marvel 
comic using inventive and enticing 
animation. In the classic Disney style 
prepare for a story of loss, 
acceptance and growth, but it’s a 
genuinely hilarious and thrilling 
watch. 

KS4 Choice (Y10-11)

Snowpiercer  on netflix 

In 2019 South Korean Director Bong 
Joon-ho directed Parasite, the first 
foreign film to win the Oscar for Best 
film. He also won best director, 
beating the likes of Martin Scorsese, 
Sam Mendes and Quentin Tarantino.  

In 2013 Bong Joon-ho directed 
Snowpiercer. It wasn’t even released 
the UK. It was one of the best films of 
that year. You should watch it. It’s 
superb. Though be warned, it is quite 
violent in places.  

KS5 Choice (Y12-13) 

Annihilation on Netflix 

Alex Garland has made a name for 
himself as one of the preeminent sci-
fi writers and directors working today. 
Annihilation had an interesting 
release, but I’m recommending it for 
its stunningly inventive 
cinematography, the complex and 
macabre score and the consistently 
tense but utterly absorbing narrative. 
This is film making driven by 
ambition, purpose and a clear artistic 
vision.  

https://www.shortoftheweek.com/2016/05/25/1500-words/
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Film Focus: The Internet 
Archive 
We’ll try and give you a little bit extra each week to keep you 
busy/entertained. This week we have had a look at the The 
Internet Archive - one of the biggest free resources that has 
ever been available in the history of human civilisations. I 
promise. I’m not exaggerating. 

Click here for the homepage.

The Internet Archive is an American project to keep digital 
archives of the internet, film, radio, television, music, 
concerts, books…. If it seems like one of the most ambitious 
projects ever, it is. 

So what can we use it for? One of their biggest successes has 
been the digitisation of classic American and other foreign 
cinema. Although it can be difficult to navigate at times there 
are plenty of gems to be found in there. If you’re a fan of film 
noir or really obscure silent comedy then you’re in luck. They 
even have some slightly more well known films that have 
fallen out of copyright ownership for a variety of reasons, like 
Night of the Living Dead.

It takes some digging, the site isn’t always easy to navigate but 
I managed to find myself a cracking audiobook of Moby Dick 
to satisfy my urge for adventure.
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Useful links? 

Some quick things we found on 
the archive that we think you’ll 
like… 

Doom - The first few levels in your 
browser .https://archive.org/
details/DoomsharewareEpisode 

Edgar Allen Poe Audiobook 
https://archive.org/details/
12_creepytales_1206_librivox 

Classic Film Noir - The Big Combo 
https://archive.org/details/
TheBigComboCornellWilde1955B
OO 
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